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	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Happily Ever After? (Themes and Adaptation)

	Unit Summary

	Identifying and discussing themes critically is an essential skill. It is the foundation for understanding literature regardless of genre or medium. Students are familiar with universal themes even though they may not be familiar with the phrase. Discussing how themes, especially universal themes, manifest in literature helps students solidify their understanding of texts. Adaptations are rampant in popular culture. Examining adaptations encourages a more nuanced understanding of themes. Fairytales are particularly appealing for this exercise because of their tendency to cross cultural and temporal bounds. In this unit students will identify and analyze themes in the context of an original text and an adapted text. They will also analyze universal themes in a contemporary context by creating their own modern day adaptation.

	Subject Area

	[image: image1.png]The subject area you are specifically targeting for the unit (addressed in the standards, objectives,
and instructional procedures)




Students will explore thematic development, source material adaptation, and close readings or interpretations. They will respond to journal prompts, take Cornell notes, discuss ideas in small and large groups, hold dialogues on the class blog, and perform close readings.

	Grade Level  

	9th Grade/Freshmen

	Approximate Time Needed 

	3 classes (90min, 75min, 90min)

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Common Core

RL.9-10.2   Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.9   Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare.)
W.9-10.3   Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

W.9-10.6   Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

PPS Standards

9.9.4      Identify and analyze the development of themes in and across literary works as conveyed through characters, actions, and images.
9.10.11   Identify and analyze universal themes such as initiation, love and duty, heroism, death and rebirth, and good versus evil across genres and across traditional and contemporary works, including media.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Students will

…identify, analyze, & summarize themes in a story
…support thematic assertion by citing specific textual examples

…examine thematic nuances between two variations of one story

…apply thematic understanding by creating an adaptation

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	How do themes manifest in literature?

	
	Unit Questions
	How do authors use imagery, characters, and action to develop themes?

How do authors draw on source material when making adaptations?
How does making an adaptation change the way we understand the source material?

	
	Content Questions
	What is main idea or theme of your fairy tale? What in the text supports this?

How are the themes in the adaptations version similar or different from the themes in the Brothers Grimm version?

What are universal themes? Are they relevant today?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed
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	Assessment Summary

	[image: image8.png]Describe the assessments that you and your students use to gauge needs, set goals, monitor
progress, provide feedback, assess thinking and processes, and reflect on learning throughout the
learning cycle. These might include graphic organizers, journal prompts, anecdotal notes, checklists,
conferences, questioning, and rubrics. Also describe the artifacts of student learning that you assess,
such as products, presentations, written documents, or performances and the assessments you use.
Describe in the Instructional Procedures section who uses the assessments, how they are used, and
where they occur.





	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	[image: image9.png]Conceptual knowledge and technical skills that students must have to begin this unit





	Instructional Procedures

	[image: image10.png]A clear picture of the instructional cycle—a description of the scope and sequence of student
activities and an explanation for how students are involved in planning their own learning





	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students

	[image: image11.png]Describe accommodations and support for students, such as extra time for study,
adjusted learning objectives, modified assignments, grouping, assignment
calendars, adaptive technologies, and Support from specialists. List specific
resources you will use. Also describe modifications in how students express their
learning (for example, oral interview instead of a written test).





	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	[image: image12.png]Describe language support, such as English Language Learner (ELL) instruction
and tutoring from more abie bilingual students or community volunteers.

Describe adaptive materials, such as first-language texts, graphic organizers,
ilustrated texts, dual-language dictionaries, and translation tools. List specific
resources you will use. Describe modifications in how Students express their
learning, such as first language rather than English or an oral interview instead of
3 written test.





	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	[image: image13.png]Describe the various ways students may explore curriculum content, including
independent study, and various options through which students can demonstrate
or exhibit what they have learned, such as more challenging tasks, extensions
that require in-depth coverage, extended investigation in related topics of the
learmer's choice, and open-ended tasks or projects. List specific resources you
will use.





	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       


	Printed Materials
	[image: image14.png]Textbooks, curriculum guides, story books, lab manuals, reference materials,
and so forth






	Supplies
	[image: image15.png]Essential items that have to be ordered or gathered to implement your unit
and are specific to the course of study. It is not necessary to include
everyday items that are common to all classrooms.





	Internet Resources
	[image: image16.png]Web addresses (URLs) that support the implementation of your unit





	Other Resources
	[image: image17.png]Field trips, experiments, guest speakers, mentors, other
students/classrooms, community members, parents, and so forth
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